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that the serious consequences of this would probably only be
felt later. For the first time Ludwig's will, which he had considered
inflexible, had had to bow to a higher power. The Austrian
representative reported correctly to his Government1: The
people have triumphed over the royal power and are conscious
of their undeniable victory; they have learned the power of their
will and the manner of using it with success/

The feeling of shame at his defeat, and also the pain of being
forced to part from the adored woman, who had pretended to be
deeply in love with him, nearly'broke the King's heart. He
evinced a despairing and scarcely controllable irritation, which was
chiefly directed against those who had played any part in the
incidents of the past days. He relieved his feelings by angry
remarks. Bitterly he said to one of the Queen's ladies in waiting:
'Do not triumph too soon. You might be mistaken in the end/
He endeavoured to make it appear that the orders of the last few
days had been given of his own free will, and would not admit that
he had bowed to superior force. Prince zu Oettingen-Wallerstein
had shown resource and tact in a most delicate situation, coupled
with praiseworthy energy at the decisive moment. But the King
regarded him with distrust on account of his attitude to the
dancer. On i4th February the King received a letter from the
Minister2:

'Countess Landsfeld was Your Majesty's worst, Your only
enemy. She actually played into the hands of Your opponents.
Her vicious desire to appear to rule roused even the most
peaceful. Her "il faut, je veux, j'ai ordonne a Louis", etc.,
were grist to the mill of Your opponents. A week before Your
Majesty had ordered the closing of the University she had
announced "fe ferai fermer I'universiM. Louis me Va deja
promts; je ne lui rends phis sa parole". When therefore your
Royal command was issued, it was regarded as her work.
Because the honest but rough Bavarians love their King, they
treated her roughly because they thought she was deceiving
this beloved King. Up to the end of December everything was
in excellent order, but with the New Year her paroxysms
reached a kind of delirio, hinc illae lacrimae. . . . She has hurt
me unspeakably in the last six weeks. I am not angry with her

1  Freiheyr von Brenner to Metternich, Munich, 14th February, 1848.  Vienna
St.A.

2  Prince Oettingen-Wallerstein to Ludwig I. Munich. 14th February, 1848,
Munich H.A.